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HOUSE JO NT MEMORI AL 4038

Passed Legislature - 2006 Regul ar Sessi on
State of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Session
By Representatives H nkle, Cody and Santos
Read first time 01/24/2006. Referred to Commttee on Health Care.

TO THE HONCRABLE GEORGE W BUSH, PRESI DENT OF THE UNI TED STATES,
AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER COF THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
UNI TED STATES, | N CONGRESS ASSEMBLED:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in |legislative session assenbl ed, respectfully
represent and petition as follows:

VWHEREAS, Diabetes is now wi dely recogni zed as one of the top public
health threats facing our nation today and affects nore than 18 mllion
Aneri cans. In 2002, diabetes accounted for 132 billion dollars in
direct and indirect health care costs; and

WHEREAS, D abetes now affects nearly 1.4 mllion WAshington
residents: Over 298,000 people in Washi ngton have been di agnosed with
di abetes; over 126,000 people have undiagnosed diabetes; and over
963, 000 peopl e have predi abetes; and

VWHEREAS, People who have diabetes need skills to nmnage their
di abetes and skills to help them stay active in their lives. Thi s
training is central to diabetes prevention and care; and

VWHEREAS, Chronic disease self-nmanagenent prograns have a proven
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success rate, allowng persons with diabetes to better control their
di abet es; and

VWHEREAS, Persons living with di abetes who are properly trained with
sel f-managenent skills are better able to prevent the deadly
conplications of diabetes, which can include heart disease, stroke
bl i ndness, |lower extremty anputation, and kidney failure; and

VWHEREAS, Certified diabetes educators are highly trained
mul tidisciplinary health care professionals dedicated to delivering
qual ity di abetes sel f-nmanagenent training; and

WHEREAS, Evidence has shown that access to a certified diabetes
educator inproves the managenent of diabetes, a chronic illness that
requires a high | evel of maintenance; and

VWHEREAS, Certified diabetes educators teach people wth diabetes
how to maintain the daily rigors of diet, exercise, neal planning,
medi cation nonitoring, healthy coping skills, and other factors
necessary to control the disease; and

WHEREAS, Certified di abetes educators are also on the front |ine of
the efforts to pronote prevention of diabetes; and

WHEREAS, Congress recogni zed the val ue of diabetes sel f-nmanagenent
training when it began covering the benefit in the Bal anced Budget Act
of 1997. At that tine, nost certified diabetes educators worked in a
hospital setting and were able to bill Medicare for their services
t hrough the hospital's provider nunber. Unfortunately, during these
tough economc tinmes, hospitals are closing their diabetes education
prograns at a rate of two to five per nonth. This | eaves diabetes
educators wi thout an avenue to provide or bill for diabetes education -
services which are desperately needed to keep up with the grow ng
nunber of peopl e diagnosed with di abetes each day; and

WHEREAS, Certified diabetes educators have received extensive
training in diabetes managenent. They have net all criteria for
initial certification, including a prerequisite qualifying professional
credential in a specified health care profession, have professiona
practice experience in diabetes self-managenent training that includes
one thousand hours of diabetes teaching, have passed a national
exam nation offered by a certifying body recognized as entitled to
grant certification to diabetes educators, and are required to renew
the certification every five years;
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NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully request that the
United States House of Representatives and the United States Senate
enact Senate Bill 626 and House Bill 3612, known as the "D abetes Self-
Managenment Training Act." The Act will increase access to diabetes
care by adding certified diabetes educators to the current list of
Medi care providers, thereby making certified diabetes educators
bill abl e providers.

BE IT RESOLVED, That <copies of this Menorial be imediately
transmtted to the Honorable George W Bush, President of the United
States, the President of the United States Senate, the Speaker of the
House of Representatives, and each nenber of Congress fromthe State of
Washi ngt on.

~-- END ---
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